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Principal’s Message 
By Mr. George Gay 

What a great Thanksgiving Chapel and Feast! 

Thanksgiving Feast Day is such a special time for 

our Heritage family to come together and 

officially begin the Holiday season. A huge Thank 

You goes to our School Board for doing such a 

wonderful job making our Feast Day so special.  

Chief Running Bear (actually 

Mr. Gay!) in his feather 

headdress and finery was on 

hand to greet the parents 

and students as they made 

their way to tables for the 

Thanksgiving Feast. 

We are already gearing up 

for our Elementary School Musical "Let's Rock" 

on January 29th and 31st. Auditions will be held on 

December 11th. Please look for information from 

Ms. Krystal. 

Thanks to all who provided 

shoe boxes for Operation 

Christmas Child. We are 

so blessed to be help share 

God's love throughout the 

world in this small way. 

Over the next couple months, we will be hosting our 

annual Winter Camp for International Students 

who will be joining our classes for "short stay" 

integration. This is a blessing to have the 

opportunity to share our American culture and also 

share the Gospel with our international community. 

At Back to School Night in September, I challenged 

all of us to commit to giving, participating and 

praying for our school at a much deeper level. As the 

end of the year is quickly approaching, please plan 

on giving an ‘end of year’ donation to HCS. Our 

school has tremendous needs and we can all greatly 

help by giving to our school! HCS is a non-profit 501 

C (3) and all donations are 100% tax deductible. 

May the Lord richly bless our Heritage family this 

Thanksgiving! 
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Upcoming Events 

 

HCS Deck the Halls Family Event – The Annual Heritage Christian School 

Deck The Halls event will take place on December 2nd from 6-8 PM at 

the Preschool/Elementary Campus. Patriots will decorate the classroom 

doors to bring Christmas cheer to the campus. The School Board will 

provide pizza, hot chocolate, and the decorations! 

“Family Night Out” 

Chick-fil-A in Foothill Ranch is sponsoring this next Family Night Out on 

December 3rd from 5-8 PM. They will be donating 20% of the HCS group 

Sales to support our school. Can’t wait to see you there! 

Remember!! The first Tuesday of each month is our “Family Night Out” 

fundraiser, and it’s probably the easiest way for you to support our 

awesome school...all you have to do is show up at the designated 

restaurant, tell the cashier you are with Heritage Christian School, then 

enjoy your meal while spending time with other Heritage families!  

 
Chick-fil-A, Foothill Ranch 

Tuesday, December 3, 5-8 PM 

 

All School HCS Picture Days! 

• ALL SCHOOL Picture Day: Tuesday, December 3 – All students 

are included in this grand panoramic picture of the entire student 

body from both campuses, with all divisions represented. Order 

forms are available from the classroom teachers 

• Students are to wear UNIFORM DRESS! 

Thursday-Friday, December 5-6 

Have you made your appointment with your child’s teacher yet? The 

schedules are filling up so get yours booked right away! Both of these 

days will be Minimum Days for K-12th Grade with dismissal at 12 PM for 

JH/HS and 12:30PM for Elementary. 

 

Additional Events  

for your Calendar 

12/13/19: 1st Trimester Awards Chapel 

12/19/19: Preschool Christmas Pageant 

12/23/19 through 1/3/20: School Closed for 

        Christmas Recess - Preschool-12th 

Grades 

1/7/20: Mom’s Coffee, 8:45-10 AM  

1/7/20: Family Night Out 

1/14-15/20: Preschool Crazy Hair Days 

1/17/20: Minimum Day - K-6th Grade 

1/20/20: School Closed - Martin Luther King Day 
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Activities 

Harvest Festival 

What a wonderful and relaxing way for parents to make sure their children experienced a safe Halloween evening. Take a look below 

at the way Reverence Bible Church transformed our school parking lot into a fun and exciting festival for kids of all ages with game 

booths, bounce house, bubble rollers, food, quilt raffle and cake walk. Thank you to Reverence and to the HCS volunteers, Kathi 

Lachapelle, Jessica Kerns, Tanya Samayoa, Maria Kloessner, Tahera Christy, Katrina Swets, Hayward Williams, and Fabiola 

Hernandez and family, who manned the cake walk and bean bag toss booths to help make this event special for everyone. By the 

way, Reverence invites any ladies looking for a Bible Study to join them two Thursdays a month in the Chapel. If you are interested, 

please call the church office at (949) 215-3787 for more details. 

 

View of the festival from the Heritage Harbor door. 
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Mr. Gay, Edie Gay, with Connor George, 
greeting Tricia and Lainey Fitzgerald. 

 

Tahera Christy helping a little one with the 
bean bag toss! 

 

Fabiola Hernandez and family getting set for the 
next batch of contestants. 

 

Going Up! Kids of all ages trying out the 
slide. 

 

Coming Down! Mason McCullough handles 
the slide with ease. 

 

Samantha Shea giving out prizes for the booth she's 
working. 

 

Roller Balls in action. Kids were lining up all night for this one! 
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Thanksgiving Feast 
This annual Thanksgiving Feast could not happen without the many days of grocery shopping, prep work, cooking and organization 

of Edie Gay, Valerie McCullough, Natalie Davidson. Add to that the School Board and parents who lent their backs to carrying food 

up to the lunch area and the JH and HS students who dished up and served the Patriot families. If you weren’t able to make it this 

year, plan on coming next year so you can sit down to a wonderful meal prepared with loving hands and served students who wanted 

to get everything just right! 

 

JH students getting set up to serve the patiently 
waiting K-3rd and HS students. The HS 
students then took their turn to serve the 4th-6th 
and JH students.  

 

The Griffin, Roney, and Pinto families as they 
are being served their Thanksgiving meals. 

 

Huge thanks to Edie Gay, Valerie McCullough, 
and Natalie Davidson for cooking our wonderful 
Thanksgiving meal! 

 

Patriot Run Recap 

Do you know how many miles your child ran? Do you know which class ran the farthest? Do you know what the combined mileage 

total was for all the students? Just take a look below at the statistics Mrs. Trojan compiled. Outstanding job Patriots! The kids have 

been stopping by the Office door to look at the stats and to congratulate each other on a job well done. 
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News from the Classroom 

PRESCHOOL 

Submitted by Sharon Benedetto 

November has been another very busy month at the preschool! 

Our theme is ‘WE ARE THANKFUL’ and we are taking time, 

every day in chapel, to share what we are most thankful for in 

our lives. The children enjoyed bringing in their HCPS BOX OF 

SOX for our Samaritan’s Purse service project. Thank you 

Parents for helping us give socks to those in need. 

🍗 HCPS THANKSGIVING FEAST!🌽: We had a wonderful 

time on Thursday the 21st, with our Preschool Thanksgiving 

Feast. Not the traditional turkey, but well-suited for our tiny tots! 

As you can see from these great pictures, our Harvest Circus was 

a huge success thanks to the help of our wonderful parents!!! 

 
All dressed up and ready for the Bounce House!! 

 
Elisabeth Mead, Mrs. Mead, and Daniel Mazitov at 

the snacks table. 

 
Ms Wendy & Ms. Casillas all decked out for 

the circus! 

 
Mrs. Kaufman, Enzo Gojkovich, Harper 

Rockwood. 

 
Levi Guzman flexing his muscles. 

 
Miss Cutie, Riley Gilbert. 

 
Zuvi Gororo and Sophie Funez enjoying a 

little cup of refreshment. 
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LIBRARY 
Submitted by Betsy Holritz 

Our Library day for all classes is Tuesday when the students meet with me in the sanctuary and are able to check out books as well as 

return them. If, for some reason, they forget their book on Tuesday, they may return the book at any time to the school office. 

I read out loud to the students for the last 15 minutes of our library time. These days it's a challenge to get kids to use their 

imaginations so I try to pick out books that will capture their attention. I am currently reading the following books: 

• Kindergarten: Various picture books (seasonal and otherwise) 

• 1st/2nd "The Swiss Family Robinson" 

• 3rd/4th "The Call of the Wild" 

• 5th/6th "Rules" 

I am still in need of a sturdy card table for my check out table. More than once my table has collapsed as students lean on it… computer 

and water bottle flying everywhere! If you have an extra table you could donate (or would choose to gift our library with one (about 

$30), it would be much appreciated! 

ELEMENTARY 
Submitted by Becki Hayes 

Please watch for information regarding our upcoming Parent-Teacher Conferences on Thursday & Friday, December 5-6. This is a 

great time to meet and go over what the children are doing in class. Both of these days will be half days with dismissal at 12:30. 

Field trips are in full swing!  Enjoy the pictures of some of our Patriots learning outside the classroom walls. 

• Kindergarten - Centennial Farms 

• First - Irvine Regional Park and Train 

• Second - Sherman Gardens 

• Third - Heritage Hill Historical Park 

• Fourth - SJC Mission 

• Fifth and Sixth - Wild Animal Preserve 

 

Kindergarten Centennial Farms Field Trip – Mrs. Reed 

The Kindergarten Field Trip to Centennial Farms started our 

Thanksgiving celebration for our Kindergarteners to see where 

food comes from Of course you can’t have Kinder’s without 

some goofy moments! Check out your kids! 
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3rd Grade – Mrs. Hayes 

In their trip to Heritage Hill, these 3rd Graders learned what it 

was like in the classrooms of long ago. Quite a difference from 

the classroom Mrs. Hayes provides for them!  

 

 

Jocelynn Stock, Simon Mahran, Nala Kuykindall, and Karl Luttinen 
experiencing the view from the front of the classroom. 

 

Taking it all in as the docent explains life in the 1800s. 

 

Seeing how the primitive washing machine works. 

5th  & 6th Grades – Mrs. McDaniel and Mrs. Luttinen 

Rancho Wildlife was a combined field trip for the 5th & 6th Grade classes. You can see the beautiful white tiger here just licking his 

chops. No, not for the kids, but for the lunch they got to see as the keepers fed him. 

 

Learning about the birds and animals that live at Rancho Wildlife. 

 

The white tiger of Rancho Wildlife. 

 

Good friends Avery VanLiere and Weston Griffin at the zebra enclosure. 

 

Mackenzie Griffin and Alexi Pinto outside the white tiger cage. 
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JR HIGH/HIGH SCHOOL 
Submitted by Emily Updegraff 

Congrats to both our JH Girls VB and Boys FB teams for making the Tri-Way League Playoffs! Both teams battled hard and played 

well during play offs! Congrats to the boys for making it all the way to the Championship game where they took 2nd place to 

Heritage Oak! October’s Spirit Day “Super Hero/Super Villain Day” was a huge success! Students and staff really got into the 

theme and dressed to impress! Great job Patriots! 

 

Dress-up day for Arbor Staff, coordinated outfits and all. L to R: Ms. Kojtkiewicz, Mrs. Updegraff, 
Mr. Bruce, Ms. Jackson, and Mrs. Arambula. 

 

At left: L to R: Alexis 
Camp, Grace Kloessner, 

Sadie Roney, Malia 
Sims, Isabel Updegraff, 

and Isabella Lopez-
Gonzales, all sporting 

their Spirit Day outfits.  

Above: L to R: Andres D’Amato, Jolene Merida, 
Gage Burnett. 

 
 
 
 
 

Anyone know these guys?? 

 

 

The boys at left 
aren’t going to be 
forgotten any time 
soon! L to R: 
Christian Sutton, 
Joseph De la Cruz, 
Andres D’Amato, 
Kalieb Golden, Nick 
Velasquez, Abrahim 
St. Augustin. 
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Resources for Encouragement 

LISTEN 

On this last page of our school newsletter, we will be providing a few resources that you as parents can tap into. One that we highly 

recommend is the Focus on the Family radio broadcast.  

Tune in to KKLA 99.5 on your radio dial to hear the broadcast 3 times a day Monday through Friday at 3:30 

AM, 7:30 AM, and 11:30 AM. If you have a lengthy commute, take advantage of that time to listen and then 

if you want to go back and listen to specific sections at a later timed, you can because they are also on the 

web. 

Go to https://kkla.com/ministryaudio/focus-on-the-family and play the latest broadcast or choose 

something from the list of recent broadcasts. A wide range of topics are covered: individual growth, 

relationships, marriage, and parenting. I’m sure you’ll find something there to inspire and encourage you. 

THINK 

The THINK acronym has been around for a while and we’d like to share it here to encourage our parents to model this for your 

children. Two of the ways we communicate with others is 1) by speaking and 2) by posting to Social Media. Feel free to print this 

page, cut out and place these reminders in a prominent place in your home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kkla.com/ministryaudio/focus-on-the-family

