The following information below may be used as an aid in assisting you and your student(s) as they look
toward receiving support in college.
If your child currently has an IEP (Individualized Education Plan), 504 Plan, or HCS ALA Accommodation/Modification
Plan, these plans will not “travel” with them to college. These plans are specific to K-12 education and expire after
High School (have no more legal bearing). Colleges have their own eligibility requirements for documentation and
what they choose to grant or deny. Regardless of these differences, all colleges must comply with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) which mandates that colleges and universities must provide students with reasonable
accommodations to ensure they are not being discriminated against because of their disability. Without documentation
that verifies the existence of a learning disability and a subsequent substantial limitation to learning, colleges may
deny your student’s accommodation request. In general, most colleges require testing within the past 3 years.
Once your student gets to college, the process of applying for accommodations happens separately from the college
application process. When they are accepted to college, your student should register as a student with disabilities.
This happens with the disability services office, not the admissions office. Colleges and universities vary widely in the
type and extent of support they offer students with disabilities. Knowing this information will help your student find
colleges that fit their needs. We recommend that you research each college of interest to determine the various
requirements and level of support available. Colleges usually fall into these three categories in terms of the type of
support they offer:
Tier 1 - Basic support (Minimum required by law - extended time, large print materials, text to speech software, no
monitoring of student’s academic progress and any advising, support and tutoring would be similar to what is available
to all students on campus)
Tier 2 - Coordinated services (Some certified learning disability staff to help students, can include special tutoring,
special skills and remedial classes when needed in addition to above accommodations)
Tier 3 - Structured programs (Staff members with specialized disability training, diagnostic services,
counseling/advising, special courses/tutoring, specialized technology aids/note takers, and student progress
monitoring). Tier 3 programs usually charge an additional fee and have a separate application process. A well known
program of this kind is the “SALT” Program at the University of Arizona.

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ matthew
25:40
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